History of Woodview,Main Street, Wroxton
Many of the houses today in historic villages are the amalgamation of 2 or 3 cottages
as, generally, people demand more living area (certainly bathrooms) than hitherto.
Woodview is a house that bucks that trend as it is only half of an original house,
which comprised both Woodview and Rose Cottage adjoined to it.
From research at Trinity it appears that Woodview and Rose Cottage was one
dwelling up to 1846. Once this was established it was possible to understand how a
passageway passing through what appears to be the ground floor of Rose Cottage
but belonging to Woodview could have occurred. Putting the two houses together it
can be seen that it was originally a typical cross-passage dwelling. The passage
backs onto the hearth of Woodview, as in the sketch below, and the relationship
between the doorway and chimney is identical even to the wind window. Both
Woodview and Rose Cottage have inglenook fireplaces so the buildings would be
described as 3 units all heated as in sketch e.
As in the picture of the farmhouse at Blencarn the two buildings now look very
different. Woodview had its thatch removed in 1960 when it was completely
renovated. Rose Cottage has also undergone considerable changes, with a large
extension being added to it in 1970s. The extension is not visible from the front of
the house so Rose Cottage retains much of its original appearance.

Woodview underwent extensive renovations in 1960 which completely altered its
appearance. The picture below shows it in 1948 and although it may look idyllic, it
has to be born in mind that the cottage had no running water and the
tenants/owners had to use the well at the back of Rose Cottage. Former owners
have said that the well water was very good and clean to the taste. The right of
access to the back of Rose Cottage, to collect water, remains part of the conveyance
conditions, although the well is now dry and has been covered over. So Woodview
had no running water until 1960 and no sanitation apart from an earth closet up the
garden in a small stone lean to attached to the barn and pig sty which is still there
today. Idyllic looking maybe but not to our modern tastes for convenience and
cleanliness and indeed Woodview now has 3 lavatories, a bath and two showers.

Age of Woodview
In the archives at Trinity College Oxford there is a map dating from 1756 which has
Woodview marked on it but the cottage may well be older still. Until 1666 most of
the houses in Wroxton would have been of a timber frame and wattle and daub
construction. A fire in 1666 destroyed these original cottages and the village was
rebuilt in stone which helps to give it is picturesque and homogeneous appearance.
As Woodview was so extensively renovated there are not many features in the house
from which an accurate dating can made. However the door to the cross passage is
evidently old and has original door furniture on it. The construction of the door and
its fittings point to a date of about 1670/1680, which would be consistent with the
dwelling being rebuilt after the fire.

Recycling of features such as doors, grates windows etc was practised back in the
17th century as well as in the 21st century so to be even be mildly certain that
Woodview dates from the second half of the 17th century further corroborative
evidence is required. The fact that most of Wroxton was owned and large parts of
are still owned by Trinity College Oxford is sometimes a hindrance and sometimes a
help when researching the history of the houses. In this case it has turned out to be
a help as from the maps in the archives it has been possible to find out who held the
lease for the house (which would have been unnamed then) and the land that went
with it. Trinity documents show that the house and land were leased in 1682 to
Edward Willes the Elder of Newbold Comyn, Lemmington Priors, Warwicks whose
occupation was given as gent. So with some confidence it is possible to say that
Woodview came into existence in around 1680. Determining whether the house was
built on the footprint of an even earlier house is another matter. The archives in
Trinity do date back to before the fire, although there is an interesting gap of 10
years in the records immediately afterwards.

Lease Holders, Tenants and Owners of Woodview
At first it would seem odd that Edward Willes of Lemmington Priors Warwicks should
be holding the lease of a farm in Wroxton, Oxfordshire. Further research shows his
son the Rev John Willes Vicar of Ichington took an MA at Trinity as did his son Sir
John Willes of Lincoln’s Inn, which establishes a link between the family and
Wroxton. The Willes family held the lease for Woodview until around 1725. The
Willes family were a prominent family and, while they held the lease for the
property, they almost certainly did not live in the house or farm the land. There are
Willes family archives and through them the tenants of Woodview from 1682 to 1725
might be established.
In 1725 the lease appears to have reverted to Trinity, who then let the property
(both parts Woodview and Rose Cottage and the joint land) to tenants. This
continued until 1846 when the property was split into two. In 1888 the tenancy
passed to the Berry family and it remained in their family through the female line
until 1997. The last Berry to live in the house bought the house from Trinity College
in 1954 and, with her husband, undertook the major renovation of 1960. It is
believed within the Berry family that William Gardner, the last tenant of the
undivided house, did sufficiently well with his farming to be able to take on the more
prestigious adjacent house know at that time as Manor Farm and now as Sundial
Farm. This still has to be corroborated but as the family moved into Woodview only
42 years after the division had taken place there is every chance that their oral
history is correct.

Below is a list of the owners, tenants and lease holders of the property from 1682 to
present:Owners

2006- present

William and Erica (nee Williams) Imison
Electrical Engineer and Chemical Engineer

1997 – 2006

Dr Kerry Sissons
Chiropractor

1954-1997

William and Zita (nee Berry) Merritt
Electrician’s Mate and occupation unknown

Tenants/Lease Holders

1920 – 1954

Ralph and Jane Berry
Carpenter and occupation unknown

1888 – 1920

Henry William and Ellen Berry
Occupations unknown

1846 - 1888

William and Frances Elizabeth Thompson
Farmer and Butcher

1826 – 1846

William Gardner of Wroxton
Yeoman

1820

Samuel Borton of Horley
Yeoman

1760 – 1802

John Carpenter son of William

1725- 1753

William Carpenter of Wroxton
Blacksmith

1718

Sir John Willes of Lincoln’s Inn
Judge

1704 -1711

Ann Willes
Widow of John Willes

1683 - 1697

Reverend John Willes
Vicar of Ichington Warwicks

1682 – 1683

Edward Willes the Elder of Newbold Comyn
Lemmington Priors Warwicks Gent

There are gaps in the above sequence but it is hoped that archives at Trinity will
yield this information.

