‘Honeysuckle Cottage’ or ‘The Bakery’ or ‘The Stores’ was built between 1730-1750 of coursed
squared ironstone with a straw thatched roof. It is a three bay building with a single story attached
at the East end. It was rented copyhold with 0 .3 acres of land from Trinity College Oxford until 1960.
The earliest tenant identified so far is Elizabeth Walford who held the property at the time of
Enclosure, 1804. Elizabeth was married to John Walford, not mentioned in the Estate Record Book,
and they had 7 children all of whom died young. The tomb of James is in the churchyard.

TO THE MEMORY OF JAMES Son of
th

John and Eliz Walford who died
Septbr ye 25th 1822 in the 22 year of
his age. Also 4 sons and 2
daughters of the above parents
who died infants

Elizabeth died in 1825 aged 51 and so far nothing is known of the tenants here until 1894 when Caleb
Hawtin took over at a rent of £11.00 per annum. Henry Hawtin is recorded as a baker in the village in
Gardiners Directory in 1852, but his address is not given, it will be interesting to establish whether or
not he was working here in this house.
Caleb was one of the villagers who signed the petition in 1887 asking the Vicar, The reverend J.R. Izat
to allow the church bells to be rung again on the North family’s birthdays.

Even in the late nineteenth century, Wroxton was a
tourist attraction. Caleb would have been the
shopkeeper here when the Illustrated London News
published this sketch of American cyclists in Mills
Lane. (9th July 1898) Note the frightened duck
heading downhill to the pond.
The photographs of the shop at the beginning of the
twentieth century were taken when either Ellis Read,
R. Harvey, or A. Hughes was tenant.

The shopkeeper is standing outside
the bakery which had several ovens in
it at one time.

Thomas Taylor, landlord of The North
Arms outside the shop in about 1909
with little Tom, Ida and Jesse on
horseback.

The Taylor family were prominent in
the village and Harry and Eva Taylor
who took over the shop in 1916
were related to them

Their rent at that time was 4/6d per
week. There were several shops in
Wroxton, including the
Co-op on the green. These were a
lifeline for the villagers as Olive Webb recalled in her memoirs “The Cadds in Wroxton”:“If Mother needed to go to Banbury she had to walk the 3 ½ miles, pushing us in the pram when we
were small. The very basic necessities could be bought in the village, either at the Co-op opposite
the school, kept by Sarah Ann Hayes, or from Taylor’s shop in Taylor’s Lane.”
This is the only reference to Mills Lane as Taylor’s Lane yet found and it is marked on her sketch map
as such.

In 1939, Harry was working on the Wroxton Abbey Estate while Eva ran the shop. They had intended
that their son Sydney should take over from them on his 21st birthday, but Sid was drafted into the
RAF at the outbreak of war and Eva became too ill to continue behind the counter, so the shop was
shut for the duration.

In 1946 Sydney and his wife Grace re-opened with what Grace described as “no money and no
stock.” Their takings for that first week were £4.00. All the details of this period are thanks to her.

At that time the cottage was divided into three rooms, with a storeroom on the left of the entrance
and the shop counter on the right. The shop window was filled with jars of sweets. The living room
was beyond the shop. It had a large inglenook at the far end, and when Grace first saw it, it had pig’s
carcasses hanging either side. The alcove on the right hand side was “the pig cupboard.”
Beyond this again, was the bakery with several ovens in it which later became another storeroom. A
long scullery, where there was a copper for the weekly wash, ran behind the living rooms and shop.

There was no mains water for the house, so Sydney had to fetch it from the pump by the pond four
times a day. Grace would then heat the water in the copper and pass jugs through the scullery
window to her neighbour next door.

The

remains of the
scullery copper

In the late 1950’s Sid bought the copyhold of the shop from Trinity College and set about making
alterations. It was Grace’s suggestion to replace the thatched roof with tiles, though she did so
reluctantly. The straw thatch needed regular attention and often leaked so it was removed and
replaced with cedar tiles which later were also removed in favour of cement ones.

In 1961 the long occupation of the Taylors came to an end and new owners, Michael and Barbara
Saunders took over. They made considerable alterations which included the installation of a new
shop window. Unfortunately the plans of their changes have been lost by Cherwell District Council.
In 1962 The Saunders bought the freehold of the shop from Trinity College for £100 with a covenant
on it preventing its use as a business premises any longer, though it seems that the shop continued
trading until its sale to Mr Scott in 1967 who closed it and converted the building into a dwelling
house. Although all the plans of the alterations at this time are missing, it is probable that this is
when the ovens were taken out of the bakehouse and it became another living room, while the
scullery and storeroom were amalgamated to form a sitting room. The wall between the shop and
the original living room was demolished to provide an enlarged dining room. A new kitchen
extension was put on the back of the house with a bathroom and a shower room above and the
garages were built in the garden.

Since then there have been four different owners of the property , the Jones, the Childs, the
Woodruffs and the Woollacotts, so the story goes on.....
For information on the Listing, Click Here

